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When determining whether EO data is appropriate for specific statistical purposes, a key question is whether the required data or information products can be generated from EO at all. The decision-tree in Figure 1 will help to decide whether it is appropriate and possible to use EO data products.
Figure 1: CSIRO Decision Tree on usage of EO data for NSOs
Case studies of implementation of EO data for statistical purposes would be useful in order to further assist with making decisions for the business case about methodological feasibility and costs of acquiring, preparing and pre-processing this data. Such case studies could then help inform decisions for future applications.


[bookmark: _Toc464111351]5.4.1 Minimum data requirements for EO 
To determine minimum EO data requirements, the following questions need to be raised and answered before deciding to use EO data:
	Justification
	Do you need to use EO? Is there a better alternative source?

	Suitability
	Can EO provide the required data products?

	Spatial resolution
	What is the appropriate size of pixel?

	Temporal frequency
	What is the required frequency of these EO data acquisitions?

	Record length
	How far back in time does your data record need to go?

	Reliability
	Do you need guaranteed continuation of data supply into the future?

	Accuracy
	What degree of accuracy is needed in the information product?

	Maturity
	Do you want to use only information products that are well documented and are commonly used?

	Complexity
	What data management, processing and analysis capacity is available?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 2: Requirements for the use of EO (after WorldBank 2016 page 7 Executive Summary)

WorldBank Report: L.E. García, D. J. Rodríguez, M. Wijnen and I Pakulski (Eds.), ‘Earth Observation for Water Resources Management: Current Use and Future Opportunities for the Water Sector’, (2016)  The World Bank Group, Washington, USA, pp 145-166. ISBN: 978-1-4648-0475-5; e-ISBN: 978-1-4648-0476-2; http://dx.doi.org/10.1596/978-1-4648-0475-5
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